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MEDIA RELEASE: Wednesday, 11 September 2019

Supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander musicians through community
radio partnership

The Community Broadcasting Association of Australia (CBAA) has received funding from the
Australia Council for the Arts in their recent grant round, and is excited to partner with First Nations
Media Australia on a new initiative to raise the profile of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists
- helping to share their songs and stories.

For two decades, the CBAA’s Australian Music Radio Airplay Project (Amrap) has been a crucial
initiative for Australian musicians and community radio broadcasters, ensuring more local sounds
are heard across the country. Amrap will be distributing new music from Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander musicians to increase the representation of First Nations music on community radio
airwaves. First Nations Media Australia will feature selected music on its national content platform,
indigiTube, which showcases music and video content for listeners to stream and download within
the app - and for broadcasters to replay on air.

“We’re proud of how Amrap has exposed new Australian music over many years and now look
forward to working with First Nations Media Australia on this fantastic initiative,” CBAA CEO Jon
Bisset says. “Amrap will serve as a vital stepping-stone for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
musicians into the local music industry and be a great resource for early-career musicians.”

A series of music compilations will be curated by indigiTUBE with a select panel of First Nations
individuals, and distributed Australia-wide. The project will focus on developing more regional and
remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, ensuring greater awareness of heritage, history
and culture, by supporting the First Nations music industry.

“The project is a great opportunity to build on the connections indigiTUBE has made,” says First
Nations Media Australia General Manager, Daniel Featherstone, “and to expand the representation of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander music across the community media landscape through the
Amrap catalogue.”

“We’re really excited about partnering with the CBAA to help connect audiences with deadly
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander musicians,” adds indigiTUBE Project Manager, Jaja Dare, “we
can’t wait to hear these awesome contemporary artists featured on the community radio airwaves.”

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through the Australia Council for the
Arts, its arts funding and advisory body.
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Media Contacts

CBAA: Andrew Khedoori, CBAA Amrap Manager, T: (02) 9318 9608 E: akhedoori@cbaa.org.au
First Nations Media Australia: Claire Stuchbery, First Nations Media Australia Strategic
Communications Officer, T: 0403 520 765 E: claire@firstnationsmedia.org.au



About CBAA

The Community Broadcasting Association of Australia (CBAA) champions community broadcasting by building
stations’ capability and by creating a healthy environment for the sector to thrive.

Community broadcasting is a vital part of the Australian media landscape. The 450+ radio services broadcasting
across Australia play an important role in providing a voice for communities that aren’t adequately serviced by
other broadcasting sectors. These include:

. Indigenous Australians

. Ethnic communities

. Educational services

. Religious communities

. Print disabled communities

. Music, arts and cultural services
. Youth and seniors’ communities

About First Nations Media Australia

First Nations Media Australia is the national peak body for the First Nations media industry, representing radio,
television, print and online organisations along with individual content-makers. indigiTUBE is one of its key
projects.

indigiTUBE is the national content platform by and for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. It showcases
and shares First Nations content; connecting communities, stories, music, culture and language across the
country and preserving traditional language and cultural for future generations.

indigiTUBE was relaunched in November 2018 with live performances from Baker Boy, Dallas Woods, Marlene
Cummins and Alice Skye - a strong sample of artists featured on the site.
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