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Selecting an Archiving Platform 
 

 
  Scenario 1 Recommendation  

EXCEL  
(or any other similar database/ 
spreadsheet desktop software) 

Archive need: Inventory/Collection 
Management only; single user access 

only to database; fully offline; no 
community online viewing needed. 

 

Scenario 2 Recommendation  
GOOGLE SHEETS  

Archive need: Inventory/Collection 
Management only; database online for 

Archive staff multiuser access; no 
community online viewing needed. 

 
 

Scenario 3 Recommendation 
ARCHIVE DEVELOPED DATABASE  

Archive need:  Inventory / Collection 
Management AND Cataloguing; 

database offline (or server based) for 
Archive staff multi-user access; no 

community viewing online. 
Software could include Filemaker. 

Scenario 4 Recommendation 
THE COLLECTING BUG  

(configured to private setting)  
Archive need: Inventory /Collection 

Management AND Cataloguing; 
online for Archivist access only; no 

community viewing online. 
  

Scenario 5 Recommendation 
THE COLLECTING BUG  

(configured to public setting) 
Archive need:  Archive need: 

Inventory/ Collection Management 
AND Cataloguing AND OPEN media 

online community viewing. 
 

Scenario 6 Recommendation 
MUKURTU  

Archive need: Inventory / Collection 
Management AND Cataloguing AND 

filtered online community viewing (as 
controlled by the Archive); fully online. 

 

Scenario 7 Recommendation 
KEEPING CULTURE 

Archive need: Cataloguing and 
online community viewing 

platform; fully online. 
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Selecting an Archiving Platform 
 
 
Born Digital Archive Platform 
 
 
  

NEOFINDER DAMS 
 
 

Curation by Archive 
staff 

 

 Online Viewing Platforms 
For example 
• The Collecting Bug (open 

media only) 
• Mukurtu (Filtered Logins) 
• Keeping Culture 
• Archive Developed Online 

CMS e.g  Wordpress 
 

Local  Viewing Platforms 
For example  
• VLC playlists 
• iTunes playlists 
• Plex 
• iPhoto 

 
 

OR 
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Pick and Mix 
 
  

Inventory/Collection Management 
for Analogue Media  

EXCEL OR GOOGLE SHEETS 
 

Curation by Archive 
staff 

 
Access file upload & 
customised metadata 
import 

 Online Cataloguing & Viewing 
Platforms 

For example 
• THE COLLECTING BUG 
• MUKURTU 
• KEEPING CULTURE 
• ONLINE CMS E.G WORDPRESS 

 

Digitisation by Archive 
staff 
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Decision chart 
 

Do you only need to 
know what is in your 
Archive and decide 
what to do with it? 

• Excel  (single user access) 
• Google Sheets (shared access) 

Both using FNMA recommended metadata 
fields for Inventory/Collection Management 

Yes, and only that 

Yes and more than that 

Do you also need to 
know about the 

content and 
production details 

of the Archive 
objects?  

• Archive developed offline 
database using FNMA 
recommended full 
metadata set Yes 

Yes and more than that 

Do you also need to 
provide online 

community access?  

• Archive developed online database 
• The Collecting Bug (set to public and 

only open media included) 
• Mukurtu (with login filtered access) 

• Archive developed 
online database 

• The Collecting Bug (set 
to private) 

• Mukurtu (with no public 
login) 

All using FNMA 
recommended full 
metadata fields 

And offline only 

And online is OK 

Do you only need to 
provide online 

community access 
(and include 
content and 

production details)?  

Yes 
• Keeping Culture 
• The Collecting Bug (open media only 

and with FNMA recommended 
customisations) 

• Mukurtu (with FNMA recommended 
customisations) 

• Archive developed online viewing 
platform (with FNMA recommended 
metadata 

No 


